
 

Welcome Back 5th Graders! 

from Mr. Dan Casler 

 

Hello our school is glad to meet your child and you on the start of this 

2019-20  school year.  Whether your child is new to PGS or not, welcome to the start 

of a new journey!  As a 5th grader at PGS we believe your child is an “Eagle Leader”, 

both as an “older” in our school and in preparation this far into their education.  I can’t 

wait to get started with the important work ahead in preparation for middle school, and our district’s goal 

of “College & Career Ready”, through clear learning standards and high expectations for all students.  I 

join Ms. Thornton, Mrs. Madden, and Ms. Siminski to plan and coordinate 5th grade 

together with a new look for our students this year. 

 

About me:  I have worked in education for 18 years and am starting my 2nd year at PGS.  My passion has 

been to learn about science and mathematics and to explore meaning with students from real world 

applications.  I have also served as a district administrator and can appreciate how important teamwork is 

with parents, teachers, and the full educational community to make learning relevant and exciting for our 

students.  I know school is difficult for many children and I enjoy working with families to help students 

find their strengths and navigate the learning process. 

 

Although cliche, the world is changing.  Our future is who we educate together.  Technology and 

information is being exposed to our kids more quickly than ever.  This year we will absolutely make sure 

that our kids are spending plenty of time also practicing interpersonal communication, fundamental 

content and communication skills, reflecting on personal strengths and goals, and becoming as 

well-rounded as possible before we see them move into middle school.  I am passionate about each of these 

areas and will challenge them to reach their best. 

 

I am also a proud parent of Jack (6th grader, golf and basketball player currently) and Mia (10th grader, 

cross country and art lover) who also attend TumH20 schools.  My wife Jen and I are both TumH20 High 

School grads and love our schools and community.  On any given day you might find us playing soccer, 

fishing, running, hiking, or drinking Diet Coke!  Jen and I work to challenge our own kids on many of the 

same ideals of our PGS kids.  Each day important, and bar high! 

 

PGS Goals 

This year our school is recognizing how important the development of classroom and school community is 

to learning.  We will be working in our 5th grade teaching team this school year to teach and instill the 

characteristics of student contributors to this goal.  This work emphasizes character traits about 

community, empathy, self-regulation skills, and teamwork.  As you will see with 5th grade this year, we 

believe in the best practice of differentiating learning opportunities to meet the needs of 

individual students, while keeping expectations high.  Your child’s schedule should reflect this 

concept this year...more to follow. 

 

Personal Goals 

(1) I hope that all students in my class will leave with the tools and perspective of a lifelong learner 

as they transition to middle school.  These tools will include both the knowledge and reasoning skills 

of a 21st century learner.  We will reflect on our learning throughout the year and know that we only have 



 

180 days left to prepare for 6th grade!  One theme you will see developed this year are essential 

“Characteristics of Mathematicians”.  Together we will flesh out what this means by carefully 

defining ten areas throughout the year, building vocabulary, and referencing these essential learning habits 

and skills in our daily work.  (For example, “perseverance” will be a key trait, and we will chart out what 

this looks like in our classroom.) 

(2) I hope that all students will continue to develop as an effective learner and citizen in school 

and beyond.  We will explore this work through social skills lessons and through classroom and 

school-wide systems such as PBIS.  

 

Schedule & Rotation 

This year 5th graders will rotate through all 5th grade teachers for their core content areas. I will be your 

child’s homeroom teacher.  Students will start their day in my class, and then rotate through 50 min long 

periods of Reading, Writing, Science/Social Studies, and Math.  Shortly into the year we will begin 

intervention/enrichment periods for both reading and math depending on individual student needs. 

Students will attend specialist time daily, which are library, music, art and PE at least once per week.  For 

students who receive special education services in either reading, writing and/or math, they will go to Ms. 

Gates’ room during their regular reading, writing, and/or math periods.  Shortly into the year our students 

will have the option to participate in band or orchestra during the last 30 mins of the day.  We are 

expecting the remaining students to have elective time during the last 30 mins, topics TBD. 

 

Expectations & PBIS 

As you may know, our school fosters sound citizenship through a PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention 

System) program.  Students will be taught school and 5th grade expectations early on, and PBIS works to 

reinforce successful choices through a reward system throughout the building.  As a class we will also work 

on citizenship development through a social skills program called “Sanford Harmony”. On top of that my 

own homeroom will have their own point system to encourage effort and positive behavior both 

individually and classroom-based throughout the year. The full aim in citizenship development is to 

identify and create appropriate behaviors, with the end to optimize learning for all. 

 

Homework 

Homework will not be a major emphasis in 5th grade. It will be assigned periodically by 5th grade teachers. 

Math homework may be additional skill practice with a worksheet or complex problem prompt.  Quite 

often I will assign a short activity to do with someone at home such as teaching a parent a skill.  Students 

will have a folder to take home in their backpack and return each day.  It may not have any HW, but it will 

be a vehicle for communication for either the parent or me.  Normally any handouts/info for other school 

items will go home on Thursdays.  But, please try to check the folder each day! 

 

Curriculum 

Our core curriculum for mathematics is “Ready Math”.  This is our 3rd year of using this program. 

Students will have one consumable book that will normally remain in class.  Occasionally you will see 

additional practice sent home.  This year the program has seen some major changes in the curriculum. 

Therefore over early months I will be assessing the best types of assignments to send home as 

reinforcement.  Ready Math has an online component called “iReady” for which I will send more info 

home soon.  Students will have a login that you can use at home to access amazing amounts of good math 

content aligned with what each individual child is identified as needing.  The platform changed a lot this 



 

summer and now has more fun games, extra practice, and what looks like engaging activities for kids. 

Good news! 

 

Communications 

I am available through email at dan.casler@tumwater.k12.wa.us.  Normally I can get back to you within 24 

hours.  Please make sure your contact info is updated in our office--both phone and email. You may view 

class info on Skyward online, and on this please see the office for setup.  I will start using the messaging 

system in Skyward using your email address if entered in the system.  Also, once the year gets running I 

will likely have a teacher webpage with resources, etc.  You may also reach me at 709-7200. 

 

Thank you for getting your child to school on time and working towards solid attendance. 

Together we will make this year special!    ~Dan Casler 
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